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Short exercise: Kisar Labial-Velar 

 

ISO 639-3: [kje], Southwest Maluku genus, Indonesia. Source: John Christensen and 

Sylvia Christensen (1992). “Kisar Phonology,” in Burquest and Laidig (eds), 

Phonological Studies in Four Languages of Maluku. Dallas: SIL, University of Texas at 

Arlington, and Pattimura University. 

 

1. ˈyawa ‘bottom’ 

2. ˈsiwar ‘leak’ 

3. ˈhowok ‘work’ 

4. mɛrˈwu.i ‘wild’ 

5. ˈweli ~ ˈβeli ‘buy’ 

6. oiˈrawi ~ oiˈraβi ‘yesterday’ 

7. ˈwawi ~ ˈwaβi ‘pig’ 

8. wɛˈwɛre ~ wɛˈβɛre ‘together’ 

 

Instructions:  

Consider the alternation you see in items (5-8). Propose a phonetic detail rule that 

describes the alternation and where it occurs. Include an example. 

 

 

 


